




The maritime law enforcement information 
network was launched in 2013. Its roots deep in 
homeland security, the network of radar units and cameras 
provide an extra set of eyes on the Chesapeake Bay. It gives 
patrol officers and the communications center a means 
to track and intercept vessels while providing a detailed 
digital record of maritime activity.  

17
 en

ha
nc

in
g l

aw
 en

fo
rc

em
en

t

Of Maryland’s 24 jurisdictions, 18 now have monthly 
designated district court dockets to specifically 
address natural resources issues: fishing, hunting, boating and 
tree expert violations. The program is a collaborative effort of 
Natural Resources Police, the Office of the Attorney General 
and District Court Chief Judge Ben Clyburn.



Between 2012 and 2013, DNR certified a dozen new clean marinas, bringing 
the total to 152 across the State. To earn the award, the marinas must have all 
applicable permits and plans, and adopt a significant portion of recommendations 
from the Maryland Clean Marina Guidebook, which helps reduce non-point source 
runoff from routine activities. Each Clean Marina is a testament to the public-private 
partnership between DNR and the marine trades community.

Boating Services made a successful application 
for more than $757,000 in funding from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. the clean 
vessel act grant is used to install marine 
sewage pumpouts at Maryland marinas. 
Maryland is one of only four states 
to provide marinas with 100 percent 
grants for purchase and installation 
of pumpouts. An estimated 2 million 
gallons of vessel sewage is removed 
by pumpout stations statewide. 
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BEFORE AFTER

Over 2012-2013, DNR contributed more than $1 million in
waterway improvement funds to enhance facilities, 
equipment and boater access across the State. DNR’s Boating 
Services dredged at Rock Hall in Kent County and Severn River 
& Saltworks Creek in Anne Arundel County to ensure the areas 
were accessible to boaters. Further enhancing boater access, the 
team renovated boat access facilities and added ADA-accessible 
features at Oak Creek Landing in Talbot County and West Ocean 
City Harbor in Worcester County. DNR procured two new veseels, 
the M/V Gaudette and an aluminum fire/rescue boat to assist 
with public safety efforts by the Natural Resources Police and the 
Ocean City Fire Department.19
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To further protect citizens and property from the impacts of 
climate change, in 2013 Maryland issued new guidelines for State construction 
intended to guide what, where and how the State builds in areas vulnerable to coastal 
flooding and future sea level rise — including specific siting and design guidelines for 
State construction projects.
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Also in 2013, Maryland released the coastsmart communities scorecard to prompt discussion 
on risk, planning, response strategies and opportunities among local officials. The Scorecard directs officials 
to recommendations, tools and resources, that can help inform future project proposals to CoastSmart 
Communities Grants and other funding programs.

DNR also has adopted new land conservation 
strategies to address the impacts of climate change 
and increase the resilience of vulnerable coastal 
habitats. In 2013, the Board of Public Works 
approved DNR’s first Coastal Resilience Easement to 
protect 221 + / - acres in Dorchester County along the
harriet tubman underground railroad 

national historical park and scenic bi-
way. The easement will protect current ecological values 

and services while reducing vulnerability and ensuring the 
resiliency of these important coastal habitats. 



From 2011 to 2013, DNR’S Chesapeake & Coastal Service worked with 
partners to advance the siting and leasing process, prepare and compile 
comments about potential environmental impacts, and advance State 
legislation supporting offshore wind development. the maryland 
offshore wind energy act of 2013, created a mechanism to 
incentivize development of up to 500 megawatts of offshore wind capacity, 
at least 10 nautical miles off the coast. 
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appropriations
general funds

special funds
federal funds

reimbursable funds
total
units

boating services
capital grants & loan administration

chesapeake bay & critical area commission
chesapeake & coastal service

engineering & construction
fisheries service

land acquisition & planning
licensing & registration service

maryland environmental trust
maryland forest service

maryland natural resources police
maryland park service

office of the secretary, et al
public lands, policy & planning

resource assessment service
watershed services

wildlife & heritage service
total

positions
authorized

contractual
total

FY ‘12
actual

FY ‘13
actual

($ in millions)
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